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OUR MISSION & VALUES

Centered in Christ and
empowered by God’s
Spirit, we love, grow
and serve.
 
Our core values:
Christ-centered
Open-minded
Caring
Welcoming
Generous

Pastor 
The Rev. Christephor Gilbert

pastor@stpeterscapecod.org 
 

Ministry Questions
office@stpeterscapecod.org

 
Operations Administrator

Ann German
businessoffice@stpeterscapecod.org

  
Financial Staff

 
Suzanne Bassett, Treasurer

assistanttr@stpeterscapecod.org
 

Lois Thomas, Financial Secretary
 

Lynn Hatch, Asst. Financial Secretary
 

Welcome to new visitors and old
friends.

We are a Reconciling in Christ
congregation and strive to
welcome people of every age, color
and culture, all sexual orientations
and gender identities, any
socioeconomic status, marital
status, ability and challenge.

Welcome to believers and
questioners, and to questioning
believers. Welcome to all who seek
Christ’s love and grace. 
This is a place where you are
welcome to rejoice and lament,
seek healing and offer service.

Welcome in the name of Jesus.
 

OUR LEADERSHIP
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From the Pastor

By the time you get this issue of
The Network, it will officially be
summer and we will have fully
crossed over into the Season after
Pentecost, the longest interval of
time in our liturgical calendar.
Known as the Green Season or
Ordinary Time, these twenty-six
weeks that take us all the way to a
new Advent are a time to water
and tend seeds of new life that we
plant during Easter. And while it is
often the time that many are also
taking the deep breath of a break
from the work-a-day schedule, 

The Rev. Christephor Gilbert
Pastor
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our church community continues
to have so many things to take
stock of or in which to be involved.

As my first summer on the Cape
officially takes hold, I’m still
thinking about what we are called
to as a people of God. Paul, whose
writings after the death of Jesus
became the building blocks of the
church, said we were called, like
the flourishing apple tree, to bear
fruit.

In the pages that follow, you’ll
read news of the amazing things
we have done and are doing as a
community of faith.  As you read, I
invite you to wonder: how are we
gardening in the world for the
Kingdom of God?

See you in church!

Christephor



From the
Council
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Over the past two months, the
Leadership of St. Peter’s have
been gathering to discuss and act
on the business of the church.
Below are some highlights of their
work together. For full minutes of
the meetings, please email the
President or Pastor.

May
Receipts for May were behind
by $7,313 in pledge and non-
pledge giving, resulting in a
net $6,748 revenue shortfall.
Worship continues to be
shaped by guest organists.
The search for a new Ministry
Administrator continues as the
position was offered and then
declined. A strong Music
Minister candidate was
identified and is being
pursued.
The Caregiver’s Retreat was
well received.
Revenue and Expenses will be
published quarterly to the
congregation.
Chimney work was completed
at the Parsonage.

Funds have been identified by
an anonymous donor to air
condition the Food Pantry
area.
Edits to the Memorial Garden
procedures and protocols were
adopted.

June
Pledged and non-pledged
giving are ahead by $6,245.
The search continued for the
Ministry Administrator and
Minister of Music.
Pastoral care, with help from
the Anderson Bequest, will
sponsor a Nonagenarian
Brunch.
The Finance Committee is
discerning investment options
for Land Sale receipts.
Building inspections were
completed and a health
inspection will occur on 6/24.
The Memorial Gardens have
been mulched by Paul
Luciano.
JustPeace reports that
attendance at the new ESL
classes has increased.
Installation of the air
conditioning for the Food
Pantry was approved.
Lynn Hatch is organizing a sale
of her late husband, Richard’s,
art to benefit the Food Pantry.



Loaves &
Fishes Food
Pantry
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Last month our Loaves and Fishes
Pantry fed 635 people including
285 children. Most of these were
our regular shoppers trying to
keep food on the table in a time
when expenses continue to rise
but now we are seeing some of
our Senior Citizens return. The
seasonal workers arrived a little
later this year and rely on the
pantry for a few weeks until they
get more shifts or second jobs.
They are very appreciative of this
help as they get settled.
 
The Lower Cape Outreach Council
just announced that Katy’s Korner
has reopened in their beautiful
and newly remodeled location on
the main floor of the LCOC office
at 19 Brewster Cross Rd. in
Orleans. Families are able to get
needed clothes, bedding, linens,
housewares and small appliances.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

1-3 pm

3:30 - 5 pm

12:30 - 2:30 pm

10 am - 12 pm

 They are now open weekdays
from 9:30-12:00 and are in need of
summer clothing and household
goods. Many of you have donated
in the past and can look on the
LCOC website for specific items
they do and do not accept. If you
do have items to drop off, we hope
you also get a chance to peak at
the new pantry located in the
basement of 19 Brewster Cross Rd. 



In addition to the food donations,
we often receive monetary
donations. 

I want to share with you a former
client’s text to me after benefitting
from your gifts. For several years we
have helped him as he only goes
out for his long trips to Plymouth
for dialysis three times a week and
to pick up medical supplies using
public transportation. Thanks to
your donations, we have been able
to buy him certain food items that
are not readily available from our
Greater Boston Food Bank
deliveries. Last year he beamed
when he told me the added food
made a big difference in his lab
work and overall health.

Unfortunately, he was suddenly
forced to move from the room he
was renting and had to leave the
Cape. He texted me on his way to
New York and I want to share it
with you. “Thanks again for
everything you did for me. I’m so
grateful. Much love and yah bless. I
hope I can find some people like
you guys in Brooklyn.” 

7The Network

We have a very special
community here at St. Peter’s
and we do hope he finds people
like all of you.

Thanks for all your support!

Ruth



St. Peter’s Ministries
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The St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry offers
gifts of loving hands to those who need it
most in our community. The group plans to
meet on Friday, July 3 & 17, August 7 & 21. We
have supplies and patters -  Please join us!

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
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“I have learned that death
ends a life, not a
relationship.” - We Need
Not Walk Alone 2026

The ladies of Esther Circle thank the people of St. Peter’s for your generous
contributions of stuffed animals and craft items for Children’s Cove. There
were 50 stuffed animals and 95+ assorted arts & crafts supplies, including
crayons, coloring books, journals, sketch pads, pens & pencils, and models,
and much more. Thanks to all for your generous contributions!

Our last meeting before the summer was on Tuesday, June 9. Since we were
unable to meet last month we’ll continue with Joan Chittister’s book, The Gift
of Years, chapters “Tale-Telling” and “Learning” after the meeting.

Esther Circle

Sacred Sorrow
St. Peter’s ministry for bereaved
parents will meet on Thursday,
July 16 & August 20. If you or
someone you know has suffered
the misfortune of losing a child,
please join us. It truly helps!



PSALM
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People Sharing and Loving More

A special THANK YOU to all
who contributed to our
Mother’s Day Drive for A
Baby Center in Hyannis.
Items delivered included
1,522 diapers and 8,994
wipes together with
shampoo, baby wash and
assorted items. 
 
The PSALM members have
begun preparation for our
annual Cranberry Fair on
November 21st.Crafts,
knitted items, gift items,
homemade jams, jellies,
pickles and your attic
treasures are always in
demand. Your donations
will be most appreciated.
Should you have questions
please contact Karen Beggs,
Claudia Bellis, Elaine Davis,
Lois Thomas or Jane
Wordsworth. Proceeds
benefit local homeless
students.

As a result of the May Diaper Drive
for A Baby Center, we were able to
take 1,552 diapers, 8,994 wipes,
assorted baby body wash and
shampoo items, and some
“Dottie” products. Also, a check in
the amount of $150 was forwarded
to ABC.

Thank you all for supporting this
valuable ministry!

Next PSALM Meetings:
September 24  at 2 pmth

October 22  at 2 pmnd

We are women . . . hear us R O A R!!! 
Be safe. Be well. Be blessed.



2026 Ladies’ Tea, Captian’s House Inn, Chatham



School Supplies Collection
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From now until mid-August the PSALM and Esther Circle groups are
sponsoring a school supply collection to benefit the Homeless Prevention
Council’s annual “Backpack To School” program. In 2025, 485 backpacks
were filled with necessary supplies and given to children from Harwich to
Provincetown. We’ll collect backpacks and supplies for any grade from
kindergarten to high school. Monetary donations are also welcome. Thank
you for your support!

If you would like to help in the
maintenance of the Memorial
Garden, consider joining us. We
do not do a lot of “manual” labor
anymore (maybe some planting
and light weeding), however your
input and help with decision
making would be a great asset to
our committee. 

New members are always
welcome! We communicate
mostly via email. Just call or send
me an email and I will add you to
our committee.

Please visit this peaceful setting
and take a seat on the new bench
donated by Ruth Brenneman in
memory of her sons.

The order forms/ applications for
Columbarium & Scattering Garden
are available in the Narthex.

Memorial Garden

Questions/thoughts? 
Contact Lynn Hatch 
email: Lchatch1@comcast.net 
cell phone: 732-236-8114



If you cannot make these times, you
can always contact me and make
alternate arrangements throughout
the month of July through the
beginning of August. 

Everything is indoors, so come rain
or shine!

Suggested donation from $5 to $25
depending on size and whether
framed or unframed. (Of course, you
can increase if you wish!) Donation
envelopes will be provided.
   

Please feel free to tell your family,
friends and neighbors who may
wish to donate to this worthy cause. 
Thanking you all in advance for your
support.

Lynn Hatch
email: Lchatch1@comcast.net 
cell: 732-236-8114

Original oil paintings by my husband
Richard Hatch will be available for a
donation to the Food Pantry the
weekend of July 11-12 .th

Richard was an avid painter of all types
of landscapes. There are many to
choose from. Now you may be
thinking you are not in need of, nor
have the room for a painting, but there
are a range of sizes, framed and
unframed. They also make great gifts!

You would not only be helping to
support the Food Pantry, but helping
me to reduce the accumulation of
some 200+ paintings!

Saturday, July 11 – 10AM-2 pm or
Sunday, July 12 – Noon-3 pm
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Art Sale Fundraiser for Loaves
& Fishes Food Pantry

Lynn



Synod Assembly
The Network

Reflections by Russ Olson

Gayle and I were grateful for the opportunity to join Pastor Christephor
at the 2026 Synod Assembly. It was a meaningful chance to take part in
the work of the church at a regional level while also enjoying fellowship
and moments of joy along the way.

Throughout the assembly, we heard inspiring stories, received updates
from ministry partners, worshiped together, and reconnected with both
old and new friends.

Russ & Gayle Olson, and Pastor Christephor before worship at Synod Assembly

14



Associate to the Bishop Kim
Bergstrand offered a prayer
before approving the budget,
reports, and each vote.

The Assembly passed a resolution
supporting a boycott of
companies seen as complicit in
the suffering of the Palestinian
people, as well as in settlement
expansion and occupation in
Gaza and the West Bank.

The Assembly also committed to
active participation in the World
Council of Churches Ecumenical
Decade of Climate Justice Action.
These actions reflected a shared
commitment to seeking healing
and new life in the world to the
glory of God.
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Assembly Highlights

One of the joys of the assembly is
seeing the wide range of people
who come together to serve and
participate. This year, there were
350 voting members, including 143
pastors, along with 61 visitors, for a
total attendance of 411. 

The gathering reflected the
diversity of Christ’s church,
bringing together people of many
ages, genders, languages,
nationalities, and backgrounds.

The three worship services were
especially powerful, enriched by
the many expressions of Lutheran
faith and by the shared
experience of praising God and
gathering at the table.

Speakers, Workshops, Reports

We also heard a meaningful
message from Presiding Bishop
Yehiel Curry and listened to a
variety of guests and speakers who
highlighted ministries and
opportunities across the synod. The
three-day assembly included four
workshop sessions, and the
workshops I attended were filled to
standing room only.
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Additional highlights included
Casey Wilson’s report as Vice
President, the panel on Palestine
and the Holy Land, update on the
DKS Lawsuit, 
plans for the rebuilding of Faith
Church, Cambridge and the
recognition of Executive to the
Bishop and Manager of Operations
Lynn Wasilewski on her retirement.
There were a wonderful exhibit and
talk – “Art for Heros”, a graduation -
School of Lay Ministers, and our
group elected Pastors Christephor
and Jeffery Johnson, Brockton as
Co-Dean of the SE MA churches.

A Closing Reflection

Bishop Pipho’s messages were
uplifting and hopeful,
centered on change, endings,
and rebuilding. One of the
most memorable reminders
was this: “Jesus’ intent was to
build community with diverse
people—to build up the kin-
dom of God on earth with
people of all nations and tribes
and languages and cultures
and skin color and abilities
and genders and economic
status—until that glorious day
when all people are made well
by faith and rise up to new life
in Christ.”

That vision remains God’s call
today. We are invited to follow
the example of Jesus by
noticing the people around us,
responding to their needs,
teaching, inviting, healing, and
helping bring new life through
the power of Christ’s Word.

God calls us to act boldly, to
build community with diverse
people, and to nurture
creation.

The Rev. Nathan Pipho, Bishop of
the New England Synod
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Assembly Thoughts

Sumud (صمود) is an Arabic word that
means steadfastness, resilience. The
people of Palestine must have this
every day, as their land area has
dramatically decreased by over 70%
since the Second World War.
Checkpoints make daily life very
challenging: many are unable to get
to/from work without HOURS of
waiting DAILY. Some cannot see
family. Ninety-five percent of the
farmland in the Gaza Strip has been
destroyed or taken by settlers
(Israelis). Despite all this, students
continue to try to learn and beat the
common thought that there is no
future in Palestine. The students
refuse to give in and state that their
strength comes from God’s abiding
presence and is not just blind
optimism. 

Gayle Olson, who attended Synod Assembly with her husband Russ and Pastor
Christephor, offers some detailed reflections on the workshops she attended at
the Assembly. Below is the first of three you will see throughout the Network!

SUMUD/Make Hummas, Not War That’s why our schools and
churches there are so important -
they provide hope! Many
organizations are supporting the
schools, such as Bright Stars of
Bethlehem and Opportunity
Palestine.

Boycotting is one means of putting
pressure on US-based companies
not to be complicit with Israel. This
does not mean that we are
antisemitic. The boycotts are to
discourage aid for the Israeli
military regime, not Jewish people.
Trying to avoid buying certain
products AND WRITING to the
companies to explain why you are
boycotting, does work. The more
the companies hear from people
and stop purchasing their products,
they start to listen and will change
their practices. Remember the 3.5%
rule: If just 3.5% of people insist on
change, companies/governments
can be forced to change.

from Gayle!



QCD and RMD: the Alphabet
Soup of Charitable Giving by
Seniors 
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by the Finance
Committee

The following general explanations
are meant to inspire you to consider
how you and St. Peter’s might benefit
from QCD and RMD. It is best to
discuss how these tax regulations
apply to your individual situation with
a tax expert or financial advisor.

from certain tax-deferred retirement
accounts, such as traditional IRAs,
starting at age 73 to avoid paying
penalties. The rules for RMD starting
ages have changed recently: in the
past, the starting age for RMDs was
70½. However, as of 2023, the starting
age stands at 73 and is set to increase
to 75 in the future. You can contribute
all or a portion of your RMD to a
qualified charity but it must be sent
directly the charity from the account
where it is invested; for example,
Fidelity, Vanguard, Schwab, Merrill,
etc. 

What is QCD? 

QCD stands for qualified charitable
distribution. A Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD) allows
individuals aged 70½ and older to
make tax-free donations directly
from their IRA or 401(k) to a
qualified charity, potentially
satisfying part or all of their
required minimum distributions
(RMDs).

What is RMD?

RMD stands for required minimum
distribution. A Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) is the minimum
amount you must withdraw annually



19The Network

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church is a qualified charity.  

Did you know you can make donations to St. Peter’s including your
regular offering directly from your IRA or 401(K) to satisfy the
requirements for QCD and potentially RMD? Donating to the St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church Food Pantry, Parsonage Fund, Capital
Improvement Fund, one of the other missions, or your regular offering
from your retirement account is a great way to take advantage of QCD
and RMD tax benefits you may be eligible for. Arrange for checks sent
by investment companies to be made out to /payable to St Peter's
Lutheran Church of Cape Cod with your name on the memo line. You
can also notify Lois Thomas, Financial Secretary so the RMD donation
is properly recorded by St. Peter’s. Please contact whomever advises
you on taxes or investments to learn more about your individual
situation.

Since we donate ditty bags to this
organization each year, I decided
to learn more about its work. At
any given time, there are about
two million seafarers—people who
work on ships—at sea around the
world. Did you know that 90–93%
of everything we touch arrives by
ship? Most seafarers come from
Indonesia, China, and the
Philippines, and many spend
weeks at sea with crews of only
18–25 people.

Assembly Thoughtsfrom Gayle! When ships reach port, crew
members often hope to shop, explore,
or simply connect with others. Many
cannot leave due to visa restrictions,
so Seafarers’ organizations step in,
delivering needed items, providing
transportation, and offering
companionship. They also partner
with NAMMA to assist seafarers facing
family emergencies.

Boston’s new welcome center in
Chelsea sounds wonderful, and I may
hand-deliver our ditty bags this year!
One final note: seafarers especially
love the hand-knit hats—they’re
treasured keepsakes. So get knitting
and crocheting now!

Seafarers’ Friend Workshop



Wednesday
Evening
Worship at the
Latham School
in Brewster
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Jesus said, “Let the
children come to me, and
do not stop them, for it is
to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven
belongs.”

Matthew 19:14

On May 20  four of us from St.
Peters joined a small group of
Latham School students for an
uplifting and energetic  evening of
worship and praise. The school is
internationally recognized for its
work supporting children with
developmental disabilities,
especially Prader-Willi syndrome.
Its mission is to promote
independence, self-worth, and
happiness for people with
complex disabilities.

th

Kayden Kaser and MJ Pattison led
songs on the guitar, while Karen
Bulin and Donna Albert led the
hand motions for “Rise and Shine”,
“The Garden Song”, “I’ve got Peace
like a River”and “This Little light of
mine”. Karen Bulin taught
everyone a memory verse and led
the prayers, Donna Albert offered
an interactive meditation on “The
Kingdom of God is like a grain of
mustard seed”.  

At the end of our time together
Kayden remarked “I always feel so
good when we do this..” She spoke
for all of us.

Worship at the Latham School is
offered three times a year,
although the coordinator Brooke
Eaton-Skea who attends the
church of the Holy Spirit would
like to offer them more often.If
you think you might like to join us
the next time we are scheduled
please speak to any of us and we
will contact you in the future. 
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Worship &
Music

It has been exciting and delightful
to have Pastor Christephor join in
on our committee meetings since
this past December. Our goal has
been to assist him along the way as
he creatively and appropriately
suggests alternate ideas for
delivering the Lord’s message in
our Lutheran tradition. We
appreciated his thoughtfulness and
efforts in creating the Worship
Survey which assessed the
congregation’s receptiveness to
these changes. The survey results
helped determine whether or not
to continue or modify some of the
changes.

The committee also continues to
attend to the basic aspects of our
worship services, most importantly
assuring there are worship
assistants for every Sunday and as
well as special services. Thank you
to all who have stepped in to serve
as greeters, ushers and liturgists. In
addition, we work to support the
Altar Care team and seek
Communion assistants as needed.
The sign-up sheet for the months of
June, July and August is located in
the Narthex on the table alongside
the stairwell. Please ask anyone
from our committee if you have
questions regarding these assistant
responsibilities. 

Finally, our committee has been
given the task of securing
substitute musicians (organists,
pianists, etc) for every service since
Easter (April 5). And, as the Minister
of Music Search team progresses
with their review of applicants and
scheduling auditions, the
substitutes will continue to be
scheduled until this position is
filled.

We welcome all members of the
congregation to attend future
meetings or contact a committee
member with questions, concerns,
or ideas you might have.

Lynn Archambault, Chair

Members: Pastor Christephor
Gilbert, Pauline Ahern, Donna
Albert, Keeton Arnett, Juliet
Bongfeldt, Kathy Glifort (Altar Care),
Lou Meyer



Dulcimer
Fellowship
for the
Summer
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The Dulcimer fellowship will
continue to meet once a month
through the summer. In July, we
will meet on Sunday, the 26  at 3
pm in the fellowship hall
downstairs. Please park behind
the church and enter through the
fellowship hall door. In August we
will meet on the 23  at 3 pm

th

rd

In addition, I want to try
something new! Between the
monthly in-person gatherings, I
will schedule a virtual dulcimer
practice session on Wednesday,
July 15  and Wednesday August
12   both at 7:15 pm.  If you are
interested in attending ( and are
not on the Dulcimer fellowship
mailing list) please email me at
mjpattison@gmail.com so that I
can send you the link.

th

th

As always, beginners are welcome and
we have loaner dulcimers that you can
take home and try so there is no
immediate investment for joining us.

Any questions? Corner me after church
or email me. 

Dulcimer Fellowship members at the
Mountain Dulcimer Music Fest in Latham, NY

MJ



Our total budgeted giving through June 21 is $143,324, and the actual
receipts are $148,777. Overall, our receipts are ahead by $5,453.
 
Thank you for all the gifts you have contributed to St. Peter’s.
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Stewardship Giving Report
Below is a breakdown of the gifts St. Peter’s has received from January 1
through June 21, 2026:

Thrivent has more than two
million members and returns
millions of dollars to communities
through grants and service
projects. A simple guideline for
funding requests is: Does it do
good? Does it require money? Is it
legal? If the answer is yes, an
Action Team grant may be
available.

Each Action Team provides $250,
and there is no limit to the
number of requests as long as

Assembly Thoughtsfrom Gayle!
 each supports a different activity or
need. For example, our Loaves &
Fishes Food Pantry could seek
monthly support for hard-to-obtain
food items. Last year, the Cranberry
Fair received $250 for advertising; this
year, separate requests could support
improved roadside signs and
electronic promotion.

Associate membership in Thrivent
costs $20 annually and includes one
Choice Dollars gift and one Action
Team grant. Imagine the impact if
more of us participated!

Thrivent



As you recall, in mid-December
2024, at a Special Congregational
Meeting, the members of 
St. Peter’s authorized the
Congregation Council to purchase
a house to be used as a parsonage
for $300,000 with closing costs
not to exceed $15,000, totaling
$315,000. To meet the cost of
$315,000, we borrowed money
from the General Fund and the
Designated Reserve Fund. 

An additional $75,000 was
approved for repairs and
upgrades to the parsonage. The
Council authorized fundraising
over a 2-year period to help
cover all costs. In addition, the
sale of church land was
approved to replenish the
General Fund and aid in the
cost of repairs.

We received 30 pledges for the
Parsonage Fund in the amount
of $88,960 for this 2-year period.
As of June 21, nineteen have
paid their pledge in full. In
addition, many who didn’t
pledge gave generously. As of
June 21, we have received
$154,848 in gifts. We have
$6,886 in outstanding pledges.

After paying for the costs of
upgrades to the Parsonage, we
have repaid the General Fund
$80,893. 

We thank all of you for your
generosity in support of this
purchase. We encourage you to
give to the Parsonage Fund as
you are able during the
remainder of this year.

“Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7
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Parsonage
Fund Update



St. Peter’s
Sojourners
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We continue to invite new
walkers to join the us weekly on
Tuesday mornings. This picture is
from a new walk at Parker’s River
Landing in Yarmouth, followed by
breakfast at the Crazy Rooster.

The Sojourners walk at a different
location on the Cape each week,
and we are always open to a new
trail we have not tried before,
perhaps it might be your favorite.
All details are provided in the
weekly email, sent a day or two in
advance with info on where the
walks will be.

We meet at the church parking
lot at 8:10 a.m. for carpooling, or
at the trail head at 8:30 a.m.
Directions to the start of the walk
always included.

After the walk, we go for breakfast
(optional) at a local restaurant. However,
during the summer months we typically
opt to bring our folding chairs along with
a snack and beverage. Sometimes we
are treated to some home baked goods
and/or other treats. 

Email, text or call Lynn Hatch to join.
Lchatch1@comcast.net or 732-236-8114
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July August
Aline Glifort
Beverly Arnett
Lois & Ken Thomas
Patrick Donnelly
Kolby Kaser
Carolyn Coomber
Paul Bongfeldt
Lynne & Lou Meyer
Laura Carlstrom
Bob Davis
Margaret Gibbs
Brian Carlstrom
Lorraine Feldt
Alice Vaughan
Karen Stello

1
1
1
3
9

10
11
15
17
21
23
28
28
29
31

Svea Peterson
Paul Ogburn
Brian Lampson
Norm Cronin
Joanna Holleck
Katherine Beasley
Evie Sherwonit
Jetty Sousa Lampson
Judy Helm
Anna Brenner
Dawn Steber
Dawn & Scott Steber
Tiffany & Christian Holleck
Pauline Ahern
Rich Archambault
Peg Flood
Lynn Hatch
Karen Bulin
Nancy Hallberg-Emerson

2
4
4

12
13
14
16
17
19
20
22
22
23
25
26
28
30
31
31

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Women’s Bible Study
We will not have Bible study in July because the first Saturday is July 4th.

Our next regular meeting will be the first Saturday in August: August 1st,
at 10:00 am in the Luther Room.

Enjoy this beautiful summer on the Cape, and see you in August.
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	From the Pastor
	By the time you get this issue of The Network, it will officially be summer and we will have fully crossed over into the Season after Pentecost, the longest interval of time in our liturgical calendar. Known as the Green Season or Ordinary Time, these twenty-six weeks that take us all the way to a new Advent are a time to water and tend seeds of new life that we plant during Easter. And while it is often the time that many are also taking the deep breath of a break from the work-a-day schedule,
	our church community continues to have so many things to take stock of or in which to be involved.
	As my first summer on the Cape officially takes hold, I’m still thinking about what we are called to as a people of God. Paul, whose writings after the death of Jesus became the building blocks of the church, said we were called, like the flourishing apple tree, to bear fruit.
	In the pages that follow, you’ll read news of the amazing things we have done and are doing as a community of faith.  As you read, I invite you to wonder: how are we gardening in the world for the Kingdom of God?
	See you in church!
	Christephor
	The Rev. Christephor Gilbert


	From the Council
	Over the past two months, the Leadership of St. Peter’s have been gathering to discuss and act on the business of the church. Below are some highlights of their work together. For full minutes of the meetings, please email the President or Pastor.
	May
	Receipts for May were behind by $7,313 in pledge and non-pledge giving, resulting in a net $6,748 revenue shortfall.
	Worship continues to be shaped by guest organists.
	The search for a new Ministry Administrator continues as the position was offered and then declined. A strong Music Minister candidate was identified and is being pursued.
	The Caregiver’s Retreat was well received.
	Revenue and Expenses will be published quarterly to the congregation.
	Chimney work was completed at the Parsonage.
	Funds have been identified by an anonymous donor to air condition the Food Pantry area.
	Edits to the Memorial Garden procedures and protocols were adopted.

	June
	Pledged and non-pledged giving are ahead by $6,245.
	The search continued for the Ministry Administrator and Minister of Music.
	Pastoral care, with help from the Anderson Bequest, will sponsor a Nonagenarian Brunch.
	The Finance Committee is discerning investment options for Land Sale receipts.
	Building inspections were completed and a health inspection will occur on 6/24.
	The Memorial Gardens have been mulched by Paul Luciano.
	JustPeace reports that attendance at the new ESL classes has increased.
	Installation of the air conditioning for the Food Pantry was approved.
	Lynn Hatch is organizing a sale of her late husband, Richard’s, art to benefit the Food Pantry.


	Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry
	Monday
	1-3 pm
	Tuesday

	3:30 - 5 pm
	Wednesday

	12:30 - 2:30 pm
	Friday

	10 am - 12 pm
	Last month our Loaves and Fishes Pantry fed 635 people including 285 children. Most of these were our regular shoppers trying to keep food on the table in a time when expenses continue to rise but now we are seeing some of our Senior Citizens return. The seasonal workers arrived a little later this year and rely on the pantry for a few weeks until they get more shifts or second jobs. They are very appreciative of this help as they get settled.
	The Lower Cape Outreach Council just announced that Katy’s Korner has reopened in their beautiful and newly remodeled location on the main floor of the LCOC office at 19 Brewster Cross Rd. in Orleans. Families are able to get needed clothes, bedding, linens, housewares and small appliances.
	They are now open weekdays from 9:30-12:00 and are in need of summer clothing and household goods. Many of you have donated in the past and can look on the LCOC website for specific items they do and do not accept. If you do have items to drop off, we hope you also get a chance to peak at the new pantry located in the basement of 19 Brewster Cross Rd.

	In addition to the food donations, we often receive monetary donations.
	I want to share with you a former client’s text to me after benefitting from your gifts. For several years we have helped him as he only goes out for his long trips to Plymouth for dialysis three times a week and to pick up medical supplies using public transportation. Thanks to your donations, we have been able to buy him certain food items that are not readily available from our Greater Boston Food Bank deliveries. Last year he beamed when he told me the added food made a big difference in his lab work and overall health.
	Unfortunately, he was suddenly forced to move from the room he was renting and had to leave the Cape. He texted me on his way to New York and I want to share it with you. “Thanks again for everything you did for me. I’m so grateful. Much love and yah bless. I hope I can find some people like you guys in Brooklyn.”
	We have a very special community here at St. Peter’s and we do hope he finds people like all of you.
	Thanks for all your support!

	Ruth
	St. Peter’s Ministries
	Prayer Shawl Ministry
	The St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry offers gifts of loving hands to those who need it most in our community. The group plans to meet on Friday, July 3 & 17, August 7 & 21. We have supplies and patters -  Please join us!

	“I have learned that death ends a life, not a relationship.” - We Need Not Walk Alone 2026

	Sacred Sorrow
	St. Peter’s ministry for bereaved parents will meet on Thursday, July 16 & August 20. If you or someone you know has suffered the misfortune of losing a child, please join us. It truly helps!

	Esther Circle
	The ladies of Esther Circle thank the people of St. Peter’s for your generous contributions of stuffed animals and craft items for Children’s Cove. There were 50 stuffed animals and 95+ assorted arts & crafts supplies, including crayons, coloring books, journals, sketch pads, pens & pencils, and models, and much more. Thanks to all for your generous contributions!
	Our last meeting before the summer was on Tuesday, June 9. Since we were unable to meet last month we’ll continue with Joan Chittister’s book, The Gift of Years, chapters “Tale-Telling” and “Learning” after the meeting.

	PSALM
	People Sharing and Loving More
	A special THANK YOU to all who contributed to our Mother’s Day Drive for A Baby Center in Hyannis. Items delivered included 1,522 diapers and 8,994 wipes together with shampoo, baby wash and assorted items.
	The PSALM members have begun preparation for our annual Cranberry Fair on November 21st.Crafts, knitted items, gift items, homemade jams, jellies, pickles and your attic treasures are always in demand. Your donations will be most appreciated. Should you have questions please contact Karen Beggs, Claudia Bellis, Elaine Davis, Lois Thomas or Jane Wordsworth. Proceeds benefit local homeless students.
	As a result of the May Diaper Drive for A Baby Center, we were able to take 1,552 diapers, 8,994 wipes, assorted baby body wash and shampoo items, and some “Dottie” products. Also, a check in the amount of $150 was forwarded to ABC.
	Thank you all for supporting this valuable ministry!

	Next PSALM Meetings: September 24th at 2 pm October 22nd at 2 pm
	We are women . . . hear us R O A R!!!
	Be safe. Be well. Be blessed.


	2026 Ladies’ Tea, Captian’s House Inn, Chatham
	School Supplies Collection
	From now until mid-August the PSALM and Esther Circle groups are sponsoring a school supply collection to benefit the Homeless Prevention Council’s annual “Backpack To School” program. In 2025, 485 backpacks were filled with necessary supplies and given to children from Harwich to Provincetown. We’ll collect backpacks and supplies for any grade from kindergarten to high school. Monetary donations are also welcome. Thank you for your support!

	Memorial Garden
	If you would like to help in the maintenance of the Memorial Garden, consider joining us. We do not do a lot of “manual” labor anymore (maybe some planting and light weeding), however your input and help with decision making would be a great asset to our committee.
	New members are always welcome! We communicate mostly via email. Just call or send me an email and I will add you to our committee.
	Please visit this peaceful setting and take a seat on the new bench donated by Ruth Brenneman in memory of her sons.
	The order forms/ applications for Columbarium & Scattering Garden are available in the Narthex.
	Questions/thoughts?  Contact Lynn Hatch  email: Lchatch1@comcast.net  cell phone: 732-236-8114

	Art Sale Fundraiser for Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry
	Original oil paintings by my husband Richard Hatch will be available for a donation to the Food Pantry the weekend of July 11-12th.
	Richard was an avid painter of all types of landscapes. There are many to choose from. Now you may be thinking you are not in need of, nor have the room for a painting, but there are a range of sizes, framed and unframed. They also make great gifts!
	You would not only be helping to support the Food Pantry, but helping me to reduce the accumulation of some 200+ paintings!
	Saturday, July 11 – 10AM-2 pm or Sunday, July 12 – Noon-3 pm
	If you cannot make these times, you can always contact me and make alternate arrangements throughout the month of July through the beginning of August.
	Everything is indoors, so come rain or shine!
	Suggested donation from $5 to $25 depending on size and whether framed or unframed. (Of course, you can increase if you wish!) Donation envelopes will be provided.
	Please feel free to tell your family, friends and neighbors who may wish to donate to this worthy cause.  Thanking you all in advance for your support.
	Lynn Hatch email: Lchatch1@comcast.net  cell: 732-236-8114

	Lynn
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	Synod Assembly
	Reflections
	Gayle and I were grateful for the opportunity to join Pastor Christephor at the 2026 Synod Assembly. It was a meaningful chance to take part in the work of the church at a regional level while also enjoying fellowship and moments of joy along the way.
	Throughout the assembly, we heard inspiring stories, received updates from ministry partners, worshiped together, and reconnected with both old and new friends.


	Assembly Highlights
	One of the joys of the assembly is seeing the wide range of people who come together to serve and participate. This year, there were 350 voting members, including 143 pastors, along with 61 visitors, for a total attendance of 411.
	The gathering reflected the diversity of Christ’s church, bringing together people of many ages, genders, languages, nationalities, and backgrounds.
	The three worship services were especially powerful, enriched by the many expressions of Lutheran faith and by the shared experience of praising God and gathering at the table.
	Associate to the Bishop Kim Bergstrand offered a prayer before approving the budget, reports, and each vote.
	The Assembly passed a resolution supporting a boycott of companies seen as complicit in the suffering of the Palestinian people, as well as in settlement expansion and occupation in Gaza and the West Bank.
	The Assembly also committed to active participation in the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice Action. These actions reflected a shared commitment to seeking healing and new life in the world to the glory of God.

	Speakers, Workshops, Reports
	We also heard a meaningful message from Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry and listened to a variety of guests and speakers who highlighted ministries and opportunities across the synod. The three-day assembly included four workshop sessions, and the workshops I attended were filled to standing room only.
	The Network

	Additional highlights included Casey Wilson’s report as Vice President, the panel on Palestine and the Holy Land, update on the DKS Lawsuit,  plans for the rebuilding of Faith Church, Cambridge and the recognition of Executive to the Bishop and Manager of Operations Lynn Wasilewski on her retirement. There were a wonderful exhibit and talk – “Art for Heros”, a graduation - School of Lay Ministers, and our group elected Pastors Christephor and Jeffery Johnson, Brockton as Co-Dean of the SE MA churches.

	A Closing Reflection
	Bishop Pipho’s messages were uplifting and hopeful, centered on change, endings, and rebuilding. One of the most memorable reminders was this: “Jesus’ intent was to build community with diverse people—to build up the kin-dom of God on earth with people of all nations and tribes and languages and cultures and skin color and abilities and genders and economic status—until that glorious day when all people are made well by faith and rise up to new life in Christ.”
	That vision remains God’s call today. We are invited to follow the example of Jesus by noticing the people around us, responding to their needs, teaching, inviting, healing, and helping bring new life through the power of Christ’s Word.
	God calls us to act boldly, to build community with diverse people, and to nurture creation.

	Assembly Thoughts
	from Gayle!
	Gayle Olson, who attended Synod Assembly with her husband Russ and Pastor Christephor, offers some detailed reflections on the workshops she attended at the Assembly. Below is the first of three you will see throughout the Network!
	SUMUD/Make Hummas, Not War
	That’s why our schools and churches there are so important - they provide hope! Many organizations are supporting the schools, such as Bright Stars of Bethlehem and Opportunity Palestine.
	Boycotting is one means of putting pressure on US-based companies not to be complicit with Israel. This does not mean that we are antisemitic. The boycotts are to discourage aid for the Israeli military regime, not Jewish people. Trying to avoid buying certain products AND WRITING to the companies to explain why you are boycotting, does work. The more the companies hear from people and stop purchasing their products, they start to listen and will change their practices. Remember the 3.5% rule: If just 3.5% of people insist on change, companies/governments can be forced to change.



	QCD and RMD: the Alphabet Soup of Charitable Giving by Seniors
	by the Finance Committee
	The following general explanations are meant to inspire you to consider how you and St. Peter’s might benefit from QCD and RMD. It is best to discuss how these tax regulations apply to your individual situation with a tax expert or financial advisor.
	What is QCD?
	QCD stands for qualified charitable distribution. A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows individuals aged 70½ and older to make tax-free donations directly from their IRA or 401(k) to a qualified charity, potentially satisfying part or all of their required minimum distributions (RMDs).
	from certain tax-deferred retirement accounts, such as traditional IRAs, starting at age 73 to avoid paying penalties. The rules for RMD starting ages have changed recently: in the past, the starting age for RMDs was 70½. However, as of 2023, the starting age stands at 73 and is set to increase to 75 in the future. You can contribute all or a portion of your RMD to a qualified charity but it must be sent directly the charity from the account where it is invested; for example, Fidelity, Vanguard, Schwab, Merrill, etc.

	What is RMD?
	RMD stands for required minimum distribution. A Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) is the minimum amount you must withdraw annually

	St. Peter’s Lutheran Church is a qualified charity.
	Did you know you can make donations to St. Peter’s including your regular offering directly from your IRA or 401(K) to satisfy the requirements for QCD and potentially RMD? Donating to the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Food Pantry, Parsonage Fund, Capital Improvement Fund, one of the other missions, or your regular offering from your retirement account is a great way to take advantage of QCD and RMD tax benefits you may be eligible for. Arrange for checks sent by investment companies to be made out to /payable to St Peter's Lutheran Church of Cape Cod with your name on the memo line. You can also notify Lois Thomas, Financial Secretary so the RMD donation is properly recorded by St. Peter’s. Please contact whomever advises you on taxes or investments to learn more about your individual situation.



	from Gayle!
	Assembly Thoughts
	When ships reach port, crew members often hope to shop, explore, or simply connect with others. Many cannot leave due to visa restrictions, so Seafarers’ organizations step in, delivering needed items, providing transportation, and offering companionship. They also partner with NAMMA to assist seafarers facing family emergencies.
	Boston’s new welcome center in Chelsea sounds wonderful, and I may hand-deliver our ditty bags this year! One final note: seafarers especially love the hand-knit hats—they’re treasured keepsakes. So get knitting and crocheting now!
	Seafarers’ Friend Workshop
	Since we donate ditty bags to this organization each year, I decided to learn more about its work. At any given time, there are about two million seafarers—people who work on ships—at sea around the world. Did you know that 90–93% of everything we touch arrives by ship? Most seafarers come from Indonesia, China, and the Philippines, and many spend weeks at sea with crews of only 18–25 people.



	Wednesday Evening Worship at the Latham School in Brewster
	On May 20th four of us from St. Peters joined a small group of Latham School students for an uplifting and energetic  evening of worship and praise. The school is internationally recognized for its work supporting children with developmental disabilities, especially Prader-Willi syndrome. Its mission is to promote independence, self-worth, and happiness for people with complex disabilities.
	Kayden Kaser and MJ Pattison led songs on the guitar, while Karen Bulin and Donna Albert led the hand motions for “Rise and Shine”, “The Garden Song”, “I’ve got Peace like a River”and “This Little light of mine”. Karen Bulin taught everyone a memory verse and led the prayers, Donna Albert offered an interactive meditation on “The Kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed”.
	Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14
	At the end of our time together Kayden remarked “I always feel so good when we do this..” She spoke for all of us.
	Worship at the Latham School is offered three times a year, although the coordinator Brooke Eaton-Skea who attends the church of the Holy Spirit would like to offer them more often.If you think you might like to join us the next time we are scheduled please speak to any of us and we will contact you in the future.

	It has been exciting and delightful to have Pastor Christephor join in on our committee meetings since this past December. Our goal has been to assist him along the way as he creatively and appropriately suggests alternate ideas for delivering the Lord’s message in our Lutheran tradition. We appreciated his thoughtfulness and efforts in creating the Worship Survey which assessed the congregation’s receptiveness to these changes. The survey results helped determine whether or not to continue or modify some of the changes.
	The committee also continues to attend to the basic aspects of our worship services, most importantly assuring there are worship assistants for every Sunday and as well as special services. Thank you to all who have stepped in to serve as greeters, ushers and liturgists. In addition, we work to support the Altar Care team and seek Communion assistants as needed. The sign-up sheet for the months of June, July and August is located in the Narthex on the table alongside the stairwell. Please ask anyone from our committee if you have questions regarding these assistant responsibilities.

	Worship & Music
	Finally, our committee has been given the task of securing substitute musicians (organists, pianists, etc) for every service since Easter (April 5). And, as the Minister of Music Search team progresses with their review of applicants and scheduling auditions, the substitutes will continue to be scheduled until this position is filled.
	We welcome all members of the congregation to attend future meetings or contact a committee member with questions, concerns, or ideas you might have.
	Lynn Archambault, Chair
	Members: Pastor Christephor Gilbert, Pauline Ahern, Donna Albert, Keeton Arnett, Juliet Bongfeldt, Kathy Glifort (Altar Care), Lou Meyer
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	Dulcimer Fellowship for the Summer
	The Dulcimer fellowship will continue to meet once a month through the summer. In July, we will meet on Sunday, the 26th at 3 pm in the fellowship hall downstairs. Please park behind the church and enter through the fellowship hall door. In August we will meet on the 23rd at 3 pm In addition, I want to try something new! Between the monthly in-person gatherings, I will schedule a virtual dulcimer practice session on Wednesday, July 15th and Wednesday August 12th  both at 7:15 pm.  If you are interested in attending ( and are not on the Dulcimer fellowship mailing list) please email me at mjpattison@gmail.com so that I can send you the link.
	As always, beginners are welcome and we have loaner dulcimers that you can take home and try so there is no immediate investment for joining us.
	Any questions? Corner me after church or email me.
	MJ

	Stewardship Giving Report
	Below is a breakdown of the gifts St. Peter’s has received from January 1 through June 21, 2026:
	Our total budgeted giving through June 21 is $143,324, and the actual receipts are $148,777. Overall, our receipts are ahead by $5,453.
	Thank you for all the gifts you have contributed to St. Peter’s.
	from Gayle!
	Assembly Thoughts
	Thrivent
	each supports a different activity or need. For example, our Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry could seek monthly support for hard-to-obtain food items. Last year, the Cranberry Fair received $250 for advertising; this year, separate requests could support improved roadside signs and electronic promotion.
	Associate membership in Thrivent costs $20 annually and includes one Choice Dollars gift and one Action Team grant. Imagine the impact if more of us participated!
	Thrivent has more than two million members and returns millions of dollars to communities through grants and service projects. A simple guideline for funding requests is: Does it do good? Does it require money? Is it legal? If the answer is yes, an Action Team grant may be available.
	Each Action Team provides $250, and there is no limit to the number of requests as long as




	Parsonage Fund Update
	“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7
	As you recall, in mid-December 2024, at a Special Congregational Meeting, the members of  St. Peter’s authorized the Congregation Council to purchase a house to be used as a parsonage for $300,000 with closing costs not to exceed $15,000, totaling $315,000. To meet the cost of $315,000, we borrowed money from the General Fund and the Designated Reserve Fund.
	An additional $75,000 was approved for repairs and upgrades to the parsonage. The Council authorized fundraising over a 2-year period to help cover all costs. In addition, the sale of church land was approved to replenish the General Fund and aid in the cost of repairs.
	We received 30 pledges for the Parsonage Fund in the amount of $88,960 for this 2-year period. As of June 21, nineteen have paid their pledge in full. In addition, many who didn’t pledge gave generously. As of June 21, we have received $154,848 in gifts. We have $6,886 in outstanding pledges.
	After paying for the costs of upgrades to the Parsonage, we have repaid the General Fund $80,893.
	We thank all of you for your generosity in support of this purchase. We encourage you to give to the Parsonage Fund as you are able during the remainder of this year.


	St. Peter’s Sojourners
	We continue to invite new walkers to join the us weekly on Tuesday mornings. This picture is from a new walk at Parker’s River Landing in Yarmouth, followed by breakfast at the Crazy Rooster.
	The Sojourners walk at a different location on the Cape each week, and we are always open to a new trail we have not tried before, perhaps it might be your favorite. All details are provided in the weekly email, sent a day or two in advance with info on where the walks will be.
	We meet at the church parking lot at 8:10 a.m. for carpooling, or at the trail head at 8:30 a.m. Directions to the start of the walk always included.
	After the walk, we go for breakfast (optional) at a local restaurant. However, during the summer months we typically opt to bring our folding chairs along with a snack and beverage. Sometimes we are treated to some home baked goods and/or other treats.
	Email, text or call Lynn Hatch to join. Lchatch1@comcast.net or 732-236-8114

	Birthdays & Anniversaries
	July
	August
	1 1 1 3 9 10 11 15 17 21 23 28 28 29 31
	Aline Glifort Beverly Arnett Lois & Ken Thomas Patrick Donnelly Kolby Kaser Carolyn Coomber Paul Bongfeldt Lynne & Lou Meyer Laura Carlstrom Bob Davis Margaret Gibbs Brian Carlstrom Lorraine Feldt Alice Vaughan Karen Stello
	2 4 4 12 13 14 16 17 19 20 22 22 23 25 26 28 30 31 31
	Svea Peterson Paul Ogburn Brian Lampson Norm Cronin Joanna Holleck Katherine Beasley Evie Sherwonit Jetty Sousa Lampson Judy Helm Anna Brenner Dawn Steber Dawn & Scott Steber Tiffany & Christian Holleck Pauline Ahern Rich Archambault Peg Flood Lynn Hatch Karen Bulin Nancy Hallberg-Emerson

	Women’s Bible Study
	We will not have Bible study in July because the first Saturday is July 4th.
	Our next regular meeting will be the first Saturday in August: August 1st, at 10:00 am in the Luther Room.
	Enjoy this beautiful summer on the Cape, and see you in August.



