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ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Centered in Christ and empowered by 
God’s Spirit, we love, grow and serve. 

 
Our core values: 

 

Christ-centered 
Open-minded 

Caring 
Welcoming  
Generous 
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Affirmation of Welcome 

    Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation and strive to          
welcome people of every age and size, color and culture,  
every sexual orientation and gender identity, socioeconomic 
status, marital status, ability and challenge. 
Welcome to believers and questioners, and to questioning    
believers.  Welcome to all who seek Christ’s love and grace.   

This is a place where you are welcome to rejoice and lament, 
seek healing and offer service.  Welcome in the name of Jesus. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

The Network 
NOVEMBER 2023 Issue 

DEADLINE 

For submissions to the  

DECEMBER 2023 Issue 

is November 15, 2023 

2023 Church Council:  

Juliet Bongfeldt,  
     President 
Cathy Samples,  
     Vice President 
Tony Esposito 
     Secretary  
Russ Olson,  
     Treasurer 
Kathy Glifort 
Mary Hansen-Joyce 
Chris Janson 
Brenda Niemi 
Rodney Schuller 
Jane Wordswoth  

 

OFFICE HOURS 
9 am to 3:30 pm 

Mondays - Thursdays 

The office is 
closed on 

Thanksgiving 
Day,  

November 23.  

mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
mailto:businessoffice@stpeterscapecod.org
mailto:%20churchtreasurer@stpeterscapecod.org
mailto:assistanttr@stpeterscapecod.org
https://stpeterslutherancapecod.org/
mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
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Second Service to Continue Once a Month 
 

Our second service meets on the first Sunday of the month at 11:15 am. This service 
has a focus on healing. We’ll have this service on November 5, and December 3. 
Please join us! 

Transition Happenings: Interim Minister Search Continues 

We were all disappointed that Pastor D'Amico was not able to continue as our  
interim minister, largely due to the long commute from Rhode Island and her  
inability to be here on the Cape more than two weekdays. 
 

The Congregation’s Council is actively working with our Synod representative,  
Kim Bergstrand, to find someone with the skills needed to move us forward in  
defining who we are and assessing our pastoral needs. Meanwhile, retired pastors in 
the congregation will lead us in worship each Sunday. New information should be  
available shortly, so stay tuned!  
 

 Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries 
into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, 
everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what 
happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life. “  Philippians 4:6,7 
The Message, Submitted by Juliet Bongfelt 

United with Christ, Full of Tenderness and Compassion 
 

United with Christ, sharing in the Spirit,  
one in mind: full of tenderness and compassion. 
 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the  
others. Philippians 2:1-4  
 

During October we explored this dual message of unity with Christ, and compassion 
for other people during worship services  highlighting how the people of St. Peter’s 
accomplish our missions and support our congregation. We hope you have received 
and returned your pledge packet for 2024. Please contact the church office if you need 
a pledge packet.  

Thank you for your consideration and generosity,  

The Stewardship Team: Peg Flood, Chris Janson, Russ Olson, & Alice Vaughan 
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We will be having Attic Treasures again this year at the Cranberry Fair on Saturday 
November 18. Did you know that in recent years, Attic Treasures has earned more 
than $1,000 to give to homeless and at-risk kids in the local schools? Do you want to 
help? Contact Trish Crocker, Peg Flood, Marguerite Heffernan or Diane Stauss. Not 
only do we need your donations, but we need help setting up before and after the 
Fair. 
 

Donations can be brought to the church starting Sunday, November 12 after  
worship through noon on Wednesday, November 15. Items may be left in one of 
the two identified basement classrooms. Look for signs when you deliver  
donations. The Cape Cod Christian Academy who uses the basement classrooms has 
graciously loaned some of them back to us for the week of the Fair. We will have  
limited time and space to collect donations, so please be discriminating in what you 
donate and notice the restricted times you can drop off items.  We have no storage 
space to accept donations except for the two designated rooms during these 
times.  See below for acceptable donations.  
 

What donations we accept for the Fair: 
• Usable, attractive, and salable household goods 
• Children’s toys and storybooks 
 

What we cannot accept: 
• No computers, TVs, small appliances, or other electronics 
• No clothing 
• No books (except for children’s storybooks) 
• No children’s equipment such as strollers, cribs or high chairs 
• No large or heavy furniture and no desks  
• Nothing it takes 2 people to carry 
• No lamps that do not work or need rewiring 
• No single dishes, glasses, or silverware   
• No “advertising” mugs 
• No florist glass vases 
• Nothing broken or soiled 
 Nothing you would not buy, assuming you needed it. 
• Nothing after November 15. Our volunteers need time to sort and price. 
 

Hope to see you at the Cranberry Fair! Saturday, November 18 from 9 am to 2 pm 

 

Attic Treasures at the Cranberry Fair 
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ORGAN UPDATE 
Pipes for Praise Update: As of the middle of October, we have raised $275,131.16  
towards our $350,000 goal. There are still $4,300 in pledges outstanding (some of 
those will be paid out in the New Year).  
The committee has approached the Chatham Chorale to sponsor a concert here in the 
New Year as a fundraiser. Details are still being finalized, but we will let you know as 
soon as we get them set. Be ready to share this with family and friends as their  
concerts usually sell out quickly! We will also have a Silent Auction at that event, so 
if you have something to share for that, let us know. Otherwise we ask that you 
prayerfully consider how you can help with this fundraising task. We know many of 
you have already generously supported it. Maybe as the holidays approach, ask  
children and others to give to this cause instead of gifts at Christmas and birthdays. 
And as always, let us know if you have any questions or ideas for us to raise the last 
$74K! 
The Pipes for Praise Committee: Karen Beggs,  Peg Flood, Kathy Glifort, Gayle Olson, 
Fay Sargent, and Craig Tocher 

 
Planning and Construction Team (PACT) Update:  
Members of St. Peter's community who have been at the church during daytime 
hours may have noticed contractors accompanied by one or more members of the 
Planning and Construction Team (PACT) in the building. In short, multiple  
contractors representing each of the trades necessary to complete the renovation  
aspect of the organ installation project have been in the church to review the facility 
first-hand. Several have commented on the sanctuary's warm and inviting  
atmosphere, to which I have responded, "Yes, as warm and inviting as is our  
congregation!" In any case, the PACT is hopeful that we will have all of the necessary 
bids in hand before the end of the month, and subsequently we will be reviewing 
each proposal. 
Submitted by Tony Esposito 

CRANBERRY FAIR 2023 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, NOVEMBER 18 from 9 am to 2 pm 

We will be offering cookies, pies, specialty foods, lunch at the café or to go,  
gift items, knitted items and of course our popular Jewelry Junction  

and Attic Treasures. 
 

All proceeds benefit homeless and at-risk children  
right here in our neighborhoods. 



 

6 

 
Our 9:30 am Sunday in-person worship 

is live streamed on our YouTube channel:   
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StPetersLutheranChurchHarwich 

THANK YOU NOTE FROM CAPE 

COD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

NOTES AND LETTERS 

We love to hear from you! 
 

Send your updates to:… 
office@StPetersCapeCod.org or  

 
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

310 Route 137 
Harwich, MA 02645-1361 

(508) 432-5172 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,  
Thank you for everything you have done 
to get our students settled into our new 
space. Our students love coming to 
school, being with their friends, and learn-
ing about God’s Love. We appreciate you 
so much. 
Cape Cod Christian Academy Staff & 
Families.  

Master Calendar  
 

If your committee or ministry team 
would like to meet at the church, please 

let Ministry Administrator Susan 
know.  She’ll get you on the master 

calendar and reserve a space for you. 

Hosting French High School Students 
Thanks to St Peter’s church bulletin, I was able to 
host 3 high school exchange students from France last 
week. I had to be interviewed at my house and was 
asked if I would take three boys. They spoke better 
English than my maybe ten French words. They were 
very respectful, and we had a lot of fun. Granted, I 
had to cook for them and transport them between 
Monomoy High School and my house, but I now 
have this coming quiet week to relax and new  
memories to fill my heart. 
Natalie Timme 

“Life is a great big canvas, and you should throw all 
the paint on it you can.” Danny Kaye 

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersLutheranChurchHarwich
mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
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P.S.A.L.M. Group 
Prepares for the Cranberry Fair 

November 18 - 9 am – 2 pm 
 

The P.S.A.L.M. Group is busy preparing for the Cranberry Fair on November 18. 
Shoppers will be able to select from an assortment of delicious holiday cookies in 
Cookie Lane, Silent Auction, Baked Goods & Homemade Pies, and crafts and home 
décor in our Holiday Gift Shop.  We will offer a wonderful assortment of Specialty 
Foods – including deli items such as chili, baked beans, soups, pulled pork and much 
more.  Be sure to visit Jewelry Junction, the knitted items table, and Attic Treasures.   

 
The P.S.A.L.M. Group is asking Congregation members to bake and donate a 

homemade pie or one or two batches of home-made holiday cookies. Cookies must 
be dropped off on Friday, November 17 between 10-2. Pies may be dropped off  

Friday between 10-2 or Saturday BY 8:30am… please! 
Demand for cookies and pies has grown each year. 

**Please be sure to bring recipe or list of all ingredients.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE CRANBERRY CAFÉ returns by popular demand!… 

The Food Court offers Lunch to Go or sit down lunch in the Cranberry Café  –  
open 11:00am – 1:00pm with  amazing  homemade soups and sandwiches, hot dogs, 
or pulled pork with chips.  
 

Cranberry Fair proceeds will be used for outreach to women and children, 
particularly our Homeless Student Program.   

Last year we supported 101 students.  
 

Next P.S.A.L.M. meeting is Thursday, November 9 @ 7:00 pm 
Come join us to feel the spirit moving among us!! 
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Dulcimer Fellowship Group begins! 
The dulcimer petting zoo was a great success. Ten people offered me their emails to 
help me determine times for the Dulcimer fellowship group to meet. Based on this 
feedback, we will meet on the third Sunday from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm (so November 
19 and December 17). We will also offer one session during the week on the first 
Wednesday from 4:00 to 5:00 pm (on November 1 and December 6). Please join us on 
any of these dates: November 1 or 19 and December 6 or 17. If this works, we will 
continue on Third Sundays and First Wednesdays in 2024. 
 

You can come once a month, or you can come twice a month if you want more  
practice and fellowship, OR you can drop in when you are in town and available. 
This is a fellowship group. We are not working toward a performance, there will  
always be ways for beginners to participate! If you have a mountain dulcimer, please 
bring it. If not, we have three that we can loan out for participants to use between 
sessions, thanks to the Anderson fund and a generous donor! We also have “air  
dulcimers” so you can practice fingerings if we don’t have enough dulcimers to go 
around at a particular session. 
 

If you didn’t make it to the petting zoo but are still interested, please  
know that everyone is welcome anytime! For more information, please  
email MJ Pattison at: mjpattison@gmail.com. 

HOME MADE PIES & COOKIES   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE NEEDED ON FRIDAY, NOV. 17 FOR 

THE CRANBERRY FAIR (Nov. 18th)  
 

DROP OFF BETWEEN 10 am AND 2 pm ON FRI. NOV. 17 

PLEASE BE SURE TO BRING RECIPE OR LIST OF INGREDIENTS  

mailto:mjpattison@gmail.com
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LOCAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS 
 Run by Broad Reach Hospice’s bereavement coordinator, Rebecca Chesbro, this 

grief support group is open to anyone grieving the loss of a spouse. It meets twice 
a month, on Tuesdays at 2 pm on November 7 and 21, in the Luther Room at St. 
Peter’s. 

 
 The Northside United Methodist Church, 701 Airline Road, Brewster,  has a grief 

support group at their church for all who are experiencing some type of grief that 
meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 2 pm.  

P.S.A.L.M. [People Sharing and Loving More] 
Please mark your calendar for upcoming PSALM meetings and activities: 

November 9: Business Meeting at 7:00 pm 

November 18:   THE CRANBERRY FAIR at 9:00 am 
************ 

As always, we desperately need homemade cookies and pies 

for the Cranberry Fair.   

Bakers- Thanks in advance for your help. 

************* 

Children’s Sunday School 

St. Peter’s Children’s Sunday School will resume November 5 and 19 
following our 9:30 am service. We will meet in Fellowship Hall.  
See you for all the fun downstairs!  
       Mrs. Megan and Mrs. Judy  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Friday, 
November 3 at 1:30 pm in the Luther Room. We would normally 
meet on the third Friday as well, but that day will be devoted to 
setting up for the Cranberry Fair so it’s not likely that we can 
meet then. As the weather cools and the feel of a cozy shawl on 
our lap becomes welcome, let’s keep working at home. There 
continues to be a need for shawls. 

ESTHER CIRCLE 
The Esther Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 14 at 12:30 
pm for our regular business meeting and to finalize plans for the 
Cranberry Fair. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped last month with sorting and 
pricing jewelry for the Cranberry Fair. Please plan to come and 
support the fair on Saturday, November 18. There will be lots of great items to 
purchase and lunch will be available. As always, the proceeds will help us donate to 
the various organizations that Esther Circle supports. 

Esther Circle 

SACRED SORROW 
“Grief is neither a problem to be solved nor a difficulty to be 
overcome. It is a sacred expression of love; a sacred sorrow.” 
 
St. Peter’s ministry for bereaved parents plans to meet on 
Thursday, November 16 at 1:30 pm in the Luther Room.  
 
Although none of us ever intended to belong to such a group 
please consider joining us if you have had the misfortune to 
lose a child. It helps to be with others who understand. 

 
This month we will be joined by Pastor Kathy Read who will talk about “Death 
Doulas” and share some of her experiences.” 

Sacred Sorrow  

 

 

 

 

For more information about the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Esther Circle, or Sacred Sorrow,   
please contact Marianne O’Boyle at 508-775-2757 or marianne@oboyle.net. 
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Loaves and Fish Pantry 
 
 

Monday: 1:00 - 3:00 pm Tuesday: 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
  Wednesday: 12:30 - 2:30 Friday: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

The Loaves and Fishes Pantry has had to make a few adjustments due to our reduced 
food allotment from the Greater Boston Food Bank but are still serving an average of 
35 families a week and provided food for 435 people last month. We have had to  
limit the number of each item that our clients may take, but luckily we have not had 
to reduce the number of visits they can make each month.   
 
The steady donations from our church family and friends has made this possible. We 
wish you could all see the smiles when a shopper finds a box of their favorite cereal 
or crackers. Any items that you drop off in the donation barrels quickly gets put into 
a family’s grocery bag. The Lower Cape Outreach Council continues to look for ways 
to help us and recently found a source for some personal hygiene products like  
deodorant and toothpaste. These products are always in high demand. Our busy  
volunteers just signed up 90 clients who will be 
receiving new coats in the next few weeks as a 
part of the Operation Warm program and are 
now signing up families for Thanksgiving  
Dinner Vouchers.     
 
We are planning to include a handwritten note 
or homemade card  from our church in each 
“Turkey Dinner Fixins” box. If you would like to 
help, just drop them off in the pantry mailbox or 
barrel before November 17. This would be a 
great project for any children or grandchildren!   
 
Ruth Brenneman 
St. Peter’s Food Pantry Coordinator 

Food Pantry  

Update 
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Through the Lens of Science with Doug... 
Doug Kenney is a retired science teacher who lives at Regal Care of Harwich and joyfully 
shares a monthly newsletter article with us. Call him at 508 430-6309.        November 2023 

Our GEOCENTRIC versus HELIOCENTRIC Solar System 
 

This column deals with the wisdom of ancient philosophers and astronomers.  
 
In about 322 BC, Aristotle, a Greek philosopher, suggested the Earth was at the center 
of the universe, but it was too early for anyone to question his wisdom. Nearly all  
philosophers believed the moon, sun, planets, and stars revolved around the Earth in 
circular motions. The Greek view of the universe was unchallenged for over a  
millennium. 
 
In about 150 BC, another Greek philosopher Aristarchus opposed earlier predictions 
that the Earth was at the center of the universe. Instead, he proposed the sun was at 
the center of the solar system. His view, however, was widely dismissed. In about 100 
BC, a Greek astronomer, Ptolemy suggested Aristarchus might be right. Then, along 
came a Polish astronomer, Nicolaus Copernicus who published the “Heliocentric  
Universe” in 1543, suggesting all planets orbited the sun, creating the solar system. 
Shortly thereafter, an Italian astronomer Galileo published “Starry Messenger”  
confirming that Copernicus was right! 
 
The final blow to the geocentric theory was dealt by Johannes Kepler in the 16th  
century when he established his laws of planetary motion based on the fact that all 
planets travel around the sun in elliptical orbits at velocities being a function of their 
distances. The distances between celestial bodies was discovered by Giovanni Cassini 
in 1672 using what’s known as parallax. We now know the sun is an average-size star, 
but it took thousands of years for astronomers and philosophers to discover these  
incredible facts.  
 
Of course, “in the beginning,” God already knew how creation would occur!  

Our science column writer Doug Kenney turned 
89 on October 23. Susan Kiehnau surprised him 
with a birthday visit and cupcake. Thanks for 
your articles and for sharing your extensive 
knowledge with us, Doug!  
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November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Flowers are placed at the  
altar to the glory of God   
on a woman’s 75th birthday.  

 
 

If you know someone with this special day 
coming up, please let us know. 

Update  
your information in  

St. Peter’s Directory! 
 
If you have any changes or if we don’t 
have your birthday or anniversary listed, 
please send to: 
 

Office@StPetersCapeCod.org 

30 Al and Karen Stello 

 1 Jennifer Douglas 
 5 Donna Albert 
 6 Cathryn Samples 
 7 Diane Stauss 
14 Joan Burgert 
14 Christine Sontag 
15 Joan Ettore 
16 Peter Sontag 
17 Kathy Candito 
18 Chase Kaser 
24 Ted Helm 
25 Phyllis Webster 
28 Alison Christensen 
28 Zachary Steber 
28 Isabella Coomber 
30 Richard Hall  

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER  
ANNIVERSARIES 

Office Help 
Our ministry administrator Susan 
Kiehnau will be in and out of the 
office while her husband Mike 
undergoes open-heart surgery 
and then recovers at home.  
 
If you’d like to help out in the 
office some morning, there’s a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board.  
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Financial Status August 31, 2023 
                                                                  Over/Under      

       Actual         Budget    Year-to-Date   Budget YTD   Budget   Annual Budget 
Income           $25,225.33   $27,391.92  $301,273.56    $253,645.35   $47,628.21    $369,014.00 

Expense         $59,102.52   $44,018.60  $293,704.34    $292,770.08   $     934.28    $420,759.00 
Net Income   -$33,677.19 - $16,626.68     $ 7,569.22    -$ 39,124.74   $46,693.96   - $ 51,745.00 
 

We were ahead as of August 31, 2023 compared to the year-to-date budget with a 
balance of $7,569.22. 

Financial Status September 30, 2023 
The profit and loss Financial Statement for September has not been submitted to 
council; however, our Year-to-Date Balance continued to increase. 

  
 We have 95 Estimates of Giving for 2023 for a total of $281,251 towards a goal 

of $280,000. 
 Pledged amounts through August should be $210,938.24 vs. the amount         

received of $219,599.28 which puts us ahead by $8,661.04. 
 Non-pledge amounts though August are estimated at $26,250.00, and we have 

received $18,800. 
 We are behind by -$7,450.00 in non-pledge giving. So, our net year-to-date     

envelope giving is ahead by $1,211.04. 
 St. Peter's Pipes for Praise fundraising has received gifts as of September of 

$271,981.16 and the reserve from the General Fund has been reduced to 
$78,018.84. 

 The available General Fund after the organ project reserve and the projected 
budget deficit is $260,731.84. The Designated Reserve Fund balance is 
$46,112.03. 

 
Russ Olson, Treasurer 

Sojourner’s Group 
This group walks on Tuesday 
mornings. They meet at the St. 
Peter’s parking lot at 8:10 am 
or the trailhead at 8:30 am.  
Afterwards they go out for 
breakfast. If  you’d like more  
information, please contact 
Lynn Hatch @ 
lchatch1@comcast.net.  
 

Photo at left: Sojourners at Atlantic 
Cedar Swamp, Marconi lookout on 
October 24, 2023.  

mailto:lchatch1@comcast.net
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