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Affirmation of Welcome 

 Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation and strive to          
welcome people of every age, color and culture,  

all sexual orientations and gender identities, any socioeconomic 
status, marital status, ability and challenge. 

Welcome to believers and questioners, and to questioning    
believers. Welcome to all who seek Christ’s love and grace.   

This is a place where you are welcome to rejoice and lament, 
seek healing and offer service.  Welcome in the name of Jesus. 

2026 Church Council:  

Jane Wordsworth ‘29,  
    President 
Chris Janson ’29,  
    Vice President 
Peg Flood ‘28,  
     Secretary  
Suzanne Bassett, ‘28 
     Treasurer 
Elaine Davis, Scribe 
 

Keeton Arnett ‘27 
Juliet Bongfeldt ‘28 
Lynn Hatch ‘29 
Paul Luciano ‘27 
Linda Merriam ‘28 
Gayle Olson ‘29 
Rodney Schuller ‘27 

OFFICE HOURS 
8 am to 4:00 pm 

Tuesdays - Thursdays 
Pastor Christephor’s Office Hours: 

Tues-Weds-Thurs– 9 am to 1 pm 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

The Network 
April 2026 Issue 

 

The DEADLINE 
for submissions to the  

MAY 2026 Issue 
is April 17, 2025 

mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
mailto:businessoffice@stpeterscapecod.org
mailto:assistanttr@stpeterscapecod.org
https://stpeterslutherancapecod.org/
mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
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From the Pastor 
 

“Why do you draw the house so much?” I ask him one day when we’re sitting in the kitchen. 
“Oh, I don’t know,” he says, shifting on the stoop. He stares into space for a moment,  
drumming his fingers on the floor. “I’m trying to capture . . . something. The feel of this place, 
not the place itself, exactly.” 

– From A Place in the World by Christina Baker Kline 
 

I’ve been thinking about this interchange from a book I read several years ago when 
living in Maine, a fictional tale that uses some elements of fact to color in the life of the 
woman behind the famous Andrew Wyeth painting, Christina’s World.  In this short 
conversation, Christina has asked the young painter about his consistent depiction of 
the same material, specifically her home, where he has set up an art studio in the attic.  
Words can do a lot, but sometimes they go too far or wane in their capacity to fully 
capture what is happening.  For me it is images that can reveal that something – that 
feeling – which has the capacity to sustain and define. 
 

Despite the daily toll of statistics and more bad news, there is an energy that bubbles 
up from each of you in this community.  I hear it in your voices when we talk, and I 
see it in the images I have stored in my mind of our time together so far: your smiling 
faces on the call vote Sunday; the wonderful poster of welcome you made; the Christ-
mas Pageant; volunteers down in the Food Pantry; folks coming and going in the  
daily life of the church. These images, and the ones you hold in your minds and 
hearts, specifically tell a story about life – a story of resurrection – that says more than 
any words could. It is the feel of the place. 
 

There are also all the memories I have of two people who have contributed so much to 
the feel of this place: our Minister of Music Craig Tocher and Ministry Administrator 
Susan Kiehnau who are ending their time with us in April.  
 

I’m so thankful for all they have done to teach me about the feel of this place and their 
direct help acclimating to my first few months as the new pastor. It was a short time, 
but I’ll cherish all I learned and all I witnessed of what they brought to our communi-
ty at St. Peter’s. They have made a mark on this place – a picture, if you will – that will 
be remembered for years to come.  
 

Susan, Craig, and people of St. Peter’s - thank you for the gift of you; for this window 
in the world! 
 

Pastor Christephor 
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St Peter’s 2026 Annual Congregation Meeting Summary 
 

The Annual Congregation Meeting was called to order by President Jane Wordsworth 
at 10:50 am following Sunday services on February 22. Fifty members attended in 
person. James Merriman again graciously agreed to serve as parliamentarian. After 
an opening prayer by Pastor Gilbert, President Wordsworth led the congregation in 
the Affirmation of Purpose.  
 
Resolution #1, which solicited an acceptance of the Minutes of 2025 Annual Meeting, 
was amended to include the Special Congregation Meeting of October 19, 2025,  
during which a call was extended to Pastor Gibert; the amended Resolution #1 was 
subsequently adopted by vote. Resolution #2 regarding the ministry reports was  
approved without corrections or comment. 
 
Suzanne Bassett, Treasurer, presented highlights of the 2025 and proposed 2026  
operating budgets. She noted that although the 2025 budget projected a deficit of 
$55,857, the year closed with a shortfall of $4,376 which was covered by reserves from 
the General Fund.  
 
Ms. Bassett reported that because of anticipated increased expenses, which are  
detailed in her submission in the Annual Report, the 2026 operating budget projects  
a $53,336 deficit; work to mitigate that shortfall will be ongoing. Resolutions #3-5  
calling for the acceptance of the financial secretary and treasurer reports and a 2026-
2028 Capital Plan were adopted by vote. Of note regarding the Capital Plan, the  
consensus of members present was to provide air conditioning to the Loaves & Fishes 
Food Pantry as soon as feasible. 
 
The Nominating Committee, Karen Beggs and Kathy Glifort, presented a wonderful 
slate which did contain some open positions. President Wordsworth encouraged 
members of the congregation to approach her, Pastor, or a member of Council with 
an interest in any of the open positions. Resolution #6 to approve the slate was adopt-
ed by vote.  
 
After the meeting was adjourned at 11:27 am, Pastor Gilbert led the congregation in 
the Lord’s Prayer, and he asked that the Lord to look upon the congregation with  
favor and give it peace.  
 
Tony Esposito 
Council Secretary 
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Loaves & Fishes Pantry 
 

Monday: 1:00 - 3:00 pm Tuesday: 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
  Wednesday: 12:30 - 2:30 Friday: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

What does it take to help feed close to 600 people a month? A lot of food and a lot of 
volunteer hours! If all goes as planned, we receive three deliveries each month and 
occasionally we have had an extra delivery. Howard drives the Lower Cape Outreach 
Council’s refrigerated truck to Boston or the Family Pantry to pick up pallets loaded 
with between 6,000 and 7,500 pounds of food and then delivers to five pantries from 
Harwich to Truro. We are the first pantry, so it always takes longer as the pallets are 
not organized by pantry and opening all the wrapped pallets and finding specific 
items takes time. We don’t know how he does it, and then he turns around the next 
day and goes back for food for the other four locations.  
 

I estimate that our volunteers help unload and stock 5,000-6,000 pounds of food each 
month and can’t thank them enough. After hauling in case after case and stocking the 
shelves, then comes the box brigade and all that cardboard has to be flattened and  
removed. It often took four trips to the recycle center each week and that doesn’t  
include the many pantry volunteers who carried off cardboard after their shift. We 
are very grateful to the Finance Committee for recently approving an added recycle 
dumpster here at the church for this cardboard.  
 

Each month we report the number of volunteer hours, and I know that I often under-
estimate because our volunteers go above and beyond. They stay late if a carload  
arrives five minutes before closing with 3-4 shoppers or spend extra time with a new 
client who needs to register and does not speak English. I know they often stay late to 
sort through the produce or sweep the onion peels and sanitize the tables. Pantry  
fairies are always helping by carrying down all your faithful donations left in or by 
the barrel, and then they stay and put them on the shelves. It is not unusual to log in 
125 volunteer hours or more each month. That will be increasing now that we will 
have days like this week where we fully stocked the pantry after the delivery, and 
then 21 clients arrived and bags and bags of groceries went to their homes. Another 
volunteer had to spend hours restocking before opening the next day. We couldn’t do 
this without all the donations of time, money and food. Thank you for being such a 
caring community. 

Food Pantry  

Update 
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We can always use more help, so let me know if you can find a 
few hours each month to join our dedicated team. 
 

Ruth Brenneman,  
St. Peter’s Food Pantry Coordinator 
Email: thomasbrenneman41@comcast.net 
Call or text: 774-286-9025 

Thank you, Howard!  

Holy Week Schedule 

 Maundy Thursday, April 2 @ 7 pm 

 Good Friday, April 3 @ 7 pm 

 Easter Sunday, April 5 @ 9:30 am followed by  
      an Easter breakfast in Fellowship Hall.  

Latham Center Worship Service Redux 

The Latham School is a residential institution for children with complex disabilities 
and is internationally recognized for its success in supporting individuals with 
Prader-Willi syndrome. Its mission is to foster independence, self-worth, and  
happiness for people with complex disabilities. 
 

In previous years, a small group of volunteers from St. Peter’s volunteered to lead 
one of the monthly worship services at the Latham School in Brewster. Last year, we 
did not participate because we were welcoming our new pastor. However, this year 
we have decided to volunteer again. We are scheduled to lead worship on  
Wednesday, May 20 from 6 to 7 pm at their school in Brewster. 
 

We welcome additional volunteers to help lead singing, read prayers, or just come 
along side and be part of a highly interactive storytelling worship experience. If 
you’d like to come or want more information, please contact MJ Pattison at: 
mjpattison@gmail.com. 

mailto:thomasbrenneman41@comcast.net
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JustPeace Sponsors Offering of Letters  
 

Bread for the World is a Christian advocacy organization urging U.S. decision makers 
to do all they can to pursue a world without hunger. Its mission is to educate and 
equip people to advocate for policies and programs that can help end hunger in the 
U.S. and around the world. Churches, charities, food banks, and nonprofit organiza-
tions, as important as their efforts surely are, cannot solve hunger alone. Government 
programs and policies play an especially important role. Thanks to an abundance of 
resources, federal nutrition programs provide 10 times as much food assistance as 
private churches and charities combined. When enough people speak up, govern-
ment leaders listen. 
 

On Sunday, April 19 after the service in the narthex, St. Peter’s JustPeace group will 
once again be sponsoring an “Offering of Letters.” Form letters to our legislators will 
be provided for your guidance in urging their support for continued funding of  
critical resources providing food assistance to the most vulnerable among us and 
around the world. Please plan to spend a few minutes following the service to let 
your voice be heard. When enough people speak up, government leaders listen.  

Changes in Mail Postmark Rules 
 

I was asked to write an article for the Newsletter about  change in the USPS postmark 
rules:  
 

On December 24, 2025, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) implemented new procedures 
for dating mail, postmarking letters and packages with the date they are processed at a 
postal facility rather than when they are dropped off in a mailbox. This could effect 
whether time-sensitive mail is considered on time as well as impact deadline-driven 
mail such as IRS filings, Medicare documents, and mail-in ballots. For example, a tax 
return dropped in a big blue mailbox on April 15 could still be marked late because 
the USPS will postmark it when the mail is processed rather than when it is mailed. 
But there are options:  
1. Request a manual postmark at the Post Office counter to ensure the date matches 
when your item was accepted. 
2. Send by registered or certified mail. 
3. Get a certificate of mailing from the USPS. 
 

For mail-in voting, plan to send your ballot well in advance of Election Day. Or use 
options like drop boxes or hand delivery at election offices, based on local rules. For 
more information please follow the link below for an article by AARP: 

https://www.aarp.org/government-elections/usps-postmark-changes/ 
 
 

Submitted by Suzanne Bassett 

https://www.aarp.org/government-elections/usps-postmark-changes/
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Women’s Bible Study 
The next Women’s Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April 4 at 10:00 am in the  
Luther Room.  

Second Sunday Service 
The Healing Service for April is cancelled due to the first Sunday falling on Easter. A 
healing prayer component will be added to the Sunday, April 12 service at  9:30 am.  

April 2026 Update from Council 
 

At this first meeting after the church’s annual meeting, some new members were  
welcomed to the Council. Election of officers took place: President: Jane Wordsworth, 
Vice President: Chris Janson, Treasurer: Suzanne Bassett, Secretary: Peg Flood, and 
Scribe: Elaine Davis.  
 

Pastor Gilbert reported on his activities for the past month. He has made several 
home/communion visits. He gave a brief overview of the survey regarding changes 
to service structure: most changes have been received well except for chanting the 
Lord’s Prayer. Treasurer, Suzanne Bassett, reported that at the end of February we are 
"in the black” by $5,112.31. 
 

Two teams have been formed to search for a Minister of Music and a Ministry Admin-
istrator. Both teams have met, job descriptions were reviewed and updated as needed, 
and postings have been placed in appropriate journals and online sources.  
 

Other actions taken were to sign off on a contract for repair of the lightning rod on the 
church. We approved a contract with Northstar Heating and Cooling to service the 
heating system at the parsonage. Also, we approved a request to use one of the class-
rooms for a Parkinson’s Group led by Best of Care., Inc. They will meet on Thursdays 
for an hour and will use the Luke Classroom. Their program will run from April 
through May. 
 

We heard about the lawsuit regarding ICE, immigration going forward and thanks to 
Tony Esposito, the New England Synod and St. Peter’s as a congregation, is now 
listed on the suit.  
 

Along with this news from Just Peace, Juliet Bongfeldt informed us that an English as 
a Second Language (ESL) class will be held here. Presently there are about 8 people 
interested in this offering. 
 

Submitted in Peace and with Caring, 
Jane Wordsworth 
Council President 
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Dulcimer Fellowship Group News 
 

The dulcimer fellowship group will have its monthly meeting at 3 pm on Sunday, 

April 26. We are now meeting downstairs in Fellowship Hall. It’s best to drive 
around the church, park in the back lot, and enter through the lower door to  
Fellowship Hall. 
 

By the time you read this, five of us will have attended the 38th Dulcimer Music  
Festival in Latham, NY, joining over 100 dulcimer players of all skill levels who 
played dulcimer in a variety of styles from classical to rock. The event was both  
exciting and tiring but this year’s venue, a former convent, allowed us to stay onsite 
for convenient breaks when it was necessary to recharge. The weekend offered  
concerts, workshops, and opportunities to connect with other dulcimer enthusiasts. 
We will be sharing what we learned with our Cape Cod contingent in future Sunday 
afternoon gatherings. 
 

Our attendance at this festival was made possible in part by a generous grant from 
the Anderson Fund which covered the registration fee for those interested in attend-
ing. We carpooled and covered our room costs. We are grateful for that opportunity 
which benefited both St. Peter’s members and two dulcimer fellowship participants 
from the Cape Cod community.  
 

As always, the dulcimer fellowship is always open to new players. We have student 
dulcimers that we can loan out to you, so that there is no need to have an instrument 
to begin playing. If you have any questions, please contact MJ Pattison at:  
mjpattison@gmail.com. 
 

Submitted by MJ Pattison 

PSALM UPDATE  
 

PSALM Members wish you all a very Happy Easter! We hope you all are able to  
attend the Easter Breakfast following morning worship on Sunday, April 5. PSALM 
met on March 26 to begin planning for the Mother’s Day / May Diaper drive for A 
Baby Center (ABC). We learned earlier this year that the Baby Center needs larger 
sized diapers. We’ll have exact sizes in the info for the flyers we put out for the 
“Diaper Drive.”  
 

PSALM appreciates your generosity and support of this much needed program of the 
Cape Cod Council of Churches. Our next meeting will be on April 23, 2026 at 2 pm in 
the Luther Room. 

Hallelujah! He is Risen!! 
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New England Synod Assembly 
SAVE THE DATE! 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s New England 2026 Synod Assembly 
will be June 4-6, 2026 at the DCU Center in Worcester, MA.  

Something to Ponder 
 

A pastor asked an older farmer, decked out in bib overalls, to say grace for the morn-
ing breakfast. "Lord, I hate buttermilk," the farmer began. The visiting pastor opened 
one eye to glance at the farmer and wonder where this was going. The farmer loudly 
proclaimed, "Lord, I hate lard." Now the pastor was growing concerned. Without 
missing a beat, the farmer continued, "And Lord, you know I don't much care for raw 
white flour." The pastor once again opened an eye to glance around the room and saw 
that he wasn't the only one to feel uncomfortable.  
 

Then the farmer added, "But Lord, when you mix them all together and bake them, I 
do love warm fresh biscuits. So Lord, when things come up that we don't like, when 
life gets hard, when we don't understand what you're saying to us, help us to just  
relax and wait until you are done mixing. It will probably be even better than biscuits. 
Amen."  
 

Within that prayer there is great wisdom for all when it comes to complicated  
situations like we are experiencing in the world today. Stay strong, my friends,  
because our LORD is mixing several things that we don't really care for, but some-
thing even better is going to come when HE is done with it. AMEN! 
 

Submitted by Bill Vaughan 

St. Peter’s Annual Caregivers’ Retreat 
DATE: Thursday, May 14 

TIME: 9:30 am to 2 pm 
 

Schedule:  
9:30 am   -Coffee, Prayer, Sharing and Gathering Time  
10:45 - 11:30 am -Workshops include meditative walk, Bible study,  
                                      and art session 
11:45 am - 2 pm -Lunch and Closing Session  
 

RSVP by Monday, May 11:  

Email the church office at: office@stpeterscapecod.org 
or call the church office at 508-432-5172  

Provided by the Pastoral Care Team of St. Peter's 

mailto:office@stpeterscapecod.org
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry plans to meet on Friday, April 3 and 

Friday, April 17 in the Luther Room at 1:30 pm. Shawls are given for a 
variety of reasons and still continue to be needed.  

ESTHER CIRCLE 
Esther Circle encourages you to bring in new stuffed animals, 
craft items, journals, pens, markers, and “fidgets” for the 
annual collection to be donated to Children’s Cove. This 
organization assists abused and neglected children on Cape 
Cod. Receptacles are provided in the Narthex for donations. 
Thank you!  Our regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

April 14 at 1:30 pm in the Luther Room.  

Esther Circle 

SACRED SORROW 
“Grief is not a problem to be solved nor a difficulty to be overcome. It 

is a sacred expression of love; a sacred sorrow.” 
 

St. Peter's ministry for bereaved parents will meet on Thursday, April 

16 at 1:30 pm in the Luther Room. If you or someone you know has 
suffered the misfortune of losing a child, please consider joining us as 
it truly helps to be with others who understand the pain and 
challenges of this unique grief. 
 

“Grief isn’t something you ‘get over.’ It’s something you learn to 
carry.”  Melissa Caffrey  "We Need Not Walk Alone,” Winter 2025, Bereaved Parents of 
the USA  

Sacred Sorrow 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Esther Circle, or Sacred Sorrow,   
please contact Marianne O’Boyle at 508-775-2757 or marianne@oboyle.net.         

Local Grief Support Groups 
 

 Run by Broad Reach Hospice’s bereavement coordinator, Rebecca Chesbro, this 
grief support group is open to anyone grieving the loss of a spouse. It meets on the 
first and third Tuesdays at 2 pm in the Luther Room at St. Peter’s. 

 The Northside United Methodist Church, 701 Airline Road, Brewster, has a grief 
support group at their church for all who are experiencing some type of grief that 
meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 2 pm.  
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Dear Friends at St Peter’s, 

 

The colorful (lots of my favorite yellow) alter flowers brought  

cheer to my healing (hip replacement) last month. Thank you  

for thinking of me.   

 

Tom Shields 

NOTES AND LETTERS 

Card from Men’s AWOL Group:  

St. Peter’s hosts a men’s AWOL group on Monday evenings that has met here for 
many years. The most recent group just finished. They gave St. Peter’s a $450 
donation and wrote the following notes:  
 To our friends at St. Peter’s: It is with much thanks and gratitude that the men of 

the AWOL group would like you to know that we leave here better men than 
when we came.  

 Step 12 begins with “Having had a spiritual awakening” That is what happens in 
the Luther Room! 

 Forever grateful! 
 Thank you for your generosity and sharing your church. Brandon 
 Thank you! Kevin 
 Thank you! Conor  
 Thank you! Jack 
 Thank you! Dave 

Thrivent Choice Thanks: 

Thrivent Choice thanks—Congratulations, St. Peter’s! In 2025, St. Peter’s received 

$1,816 through the Thrivent Choice Program.  

Thank You Notes: 
 

 Calumet sent St. Peter’s a thank you letter for a $300 gift, 
 Lower Cape Outreach Council sent a thank you letter for a $300 gift, 
 A Baby Center send a thank you note for a $220 gift from PSALM. 
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Through the Lens of Science with Doug 
Doug Kenney is a retired science teacher who lives at Regal Care of Harwich and joyfully 
shares a monthly newsletter article with us. Call him at 508 430-6309.  April 2026 

Doug’s Quotations 
 

You only live once, but if you do it right, ONCE is enough! 
 

When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on. 
 

To ERR is human, but it feels DIVINE! 
 

You are NEVER TOO OLD to feel YOUNGER. 
 

Your EDUCATION is what you learned in school.  
Your CULTURE is what’s LEFT when you forget 
what you learned while you were in school! 
 

Q is the only letter that’s not used in naming the fifty US states.  
 

The least used letters of the English language are: K, J, X, Q, and Z. 
The most used letters are: E, T, A, O, I, and M in this order. 
 

States having more vowels than consonants are: Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Ohio, and Maine.  
 

The PHONETIC ALPHABET is: Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo, Foxtrot, Golf,  
Hotel, India, Juliet, Kilo, Lima, Michael, November, Oscar, Papa, Quebec, Romeo,  
Sierra, Tango, Uniform, Victor, Whiskey, X-ray, Yankee, and Zulu.  
 

The 5 Great Lakes (HOMES) are: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, and Superior. 
 

The 10 Canadian provinces are: Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New  
Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec,  
and Saskatchewan. 
 

The 13 South American countries are: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chili, Columbia, 
Equador, the three Guyanas, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
 

Of all the numbers in the English language, FORTY is the only one displaying the  
letters in alphabetical order.  
 

Two famous palindromes are : 
“MADAM, I’m ADAM” and  

“A MAN, A PLAN, A CANAL: PANAMA” 
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 

Flowers are placed at the  
altar to the glory of God   
on a woman’s 75th birthday.  

 
 

If you know someone with this special day 
coming up, please let us know. 

Update  
your information in  

St. Peter’s Directory! 
 

If you have any changes or if we don’t 
have your birthday or anniversary 
listed, please send to: 
 

Office@StPetersCapeCod.org 

12 Jayne & John Padgett 
 6 Gayle Olson 
 7 Marie Strojny 
11  Kayla Jolibois 
12  Daniel Campanaro 
13  Cynthia Horgan 
13  Gayla Bergman 
14  Abigail Meyer 
14  Kimberly Ilg 
17  Jim Merriam 
18  Ruth Brenneman 
20  Lynne Meyer 
22 Cynthia Meyer 
22  Eleanor Meyer 
22 Susan Kiehnau 
25  Claudia Bellis 
29 Ralph Nixon 

Thanks!  

 

I just want to say how much I appreciate 

the sign out by Route 137 that gives 

inspirational yet light hearted words of 

wisdom. I actually look forward to reading 

them! Keep up the great work/words! 

 

Victoria 
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